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The Legionaries disease (LD) is caused by a Gram-negative bacteria belonging to 

the genus Legionella. Legionella pneumophila belongs to the serogroup one and is 

often associated as a cause of the disease in humans, accounting for about 90% 

of the diagnosed infections. LD has become a warning to public health in Portugal, 

as well as in other European countries. LD is a multisystem disease that 

predominantly is manifested by pneumonia. This study aims to describe the 

epidemiological behavior of the reported cases of LD in Portugal, during the period 

2004 to 2013. It is a study of cross-sectional cohort, where the data were obtained 

through online platforms available by the General Health Direction and the 

Epidemiological Surveillance Program Integrated of LD in Portugal. As eligible 

criteria, it was took in consideration every individual who has been notified by the 

health services in Portugal. The cases included in this study were reported via 

clinical notification circuit and via laboratory notification circuit. Between the years 

2004-2013, 962 cases were reported, with 31.70% (n=305) confirmed by clinical 

and epidemiological criteria, 10.91% (n=105) confirmed by laboratory and 56.75% 

(n=546) of the cases were confirmed by the two criteria in simultaneous. It was 

found that despite the introduction of the LD monitoring program in Portugal, a 

considerable number of cases was underreported. A positive fact was that it was 

observable that the laboratory notification allowed to have a greater knowledge of 

more cases of the disease in view of the computerization of records in a single 

information system. If both LD notification criteria are integrated into a single 

database, it will allow to deepen the knowledge and to gather information about 

the disease, which will be critical to the implementation of preventive strategies. 
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