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Introduction: Tuberculosis (TB) is a serious public health problem in Brazil and 
worldwide, is a communicable disease, she assigned one of the largest causes of 
death worldwide. still requires research, especially operating for its control, 
considering economic aspects; as health technology assessment methods, which 
is a methodological tool which contributes to economic studies. Although the 
treatment is offered free of charge, part of the costs involve in the budget of 
patients and their household. Objective: To estimate direct and indirect costs to TB 
patients and their household during treatment, carried out in four health districts, 
covering those in outpatient care, and a hospital specialized school in Ribeirão 
Preto-SP. Methods: Epidemiological study, descriptive, survey, partial cost 
estimate. Convenience sampling covering 44 TB patients. Data were obtained 
through interviews with patients (January-June 2015) (US$ 1,00 = R$ 3,08). 
Results: The information on income and reduction in the budget of patients and 
household to perform the treatment, were 50% have monthly individual income 
below US$ 32.5 and 50% had a decrease in income during the treatment, and 
77.3% reported the decrease was attributed to TB. With respect to family income, 
45.4% have income greater than US$ 389.6; in 65.9% of cases there was no 
reduction in income; 34.1% were reduced and of these, 86.7% reduction was 
attributed to TB. They were unemployed at the time of the interview 54.5%, and in 
50% of cases the reason was illness. The median direct cost to the patients were 
US$ 33.8, the indirect cost for patients and household was US$ 543.9, resulting in 
a total cost of US$ 662.8. Conclusion: additional costs and impact on the budget, 
both patients and their household, are high during TB treatment. This is a factor 
that should be considered when developing the disease control strategies. 
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