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Dermatophytoses (tinea) are infections caused by keratinophilic fungi, explaining 
the affinity for nails, hair and the outer surface of skin. The clinical characteristic 
patterns are ring-like lesions of thin skin, whereas nail infections produce 
thickening and white coloring of the nail plate. This study aimed to determine the 
incidence of dermatophytoses and its etiological agents in patients admitted to 
Hospital Universitário Professor Alberto Antunes (HUPAA), a public hospital of 
Alagoas (Brazil), during 5 years. From january 2011 to december 2015, suspect 
lesions were collected according to conventional methods and direct examinations 
after 20% KOH staining and cultures in Sabouraud dextrose agar were performed. 
A total of 61 cases of dermatophytoses were diagnosed in both genders 
(30/49,2% male and 29/47,5% female cases. 2 non identified), and the age ranged 
from 2 to 71 years old. No Epidermophyton sp. strain was isolated, while 
Trichophyton genus was the most frequent (59/61), distributed among T. 
tonsurans (31/61), T. rubrum (20/61), Trychophyton sp. (5/61), T. mentagrophytes 
(3/61, besides 2 Microsporum canis (3,3%). The scalp and thin skin composed the 
majority of sites infected (18/61 and 17/61, respectively). Feet area infections were 
also noteworthy, with 13 cases isolated from toenails (20,3%) and 8 from foot skin 
scrapings (13,1%), while 4 cases were isolated from hand nails (6,6%). The 
results indicate low frequency of dermatophytoses locally, probably due to low 
demand for professional care, since tineas do not represent major impairment to 
individual health. It was observed that Trichophyton species are the most 
prevalent etiological agents of dermatophytoses and the growing expressivity of T. 
tonsurans related infections when compared to other dermatophytes in Alagoas. 
Fungal control is essential to prevent transmission, and accurate identification of 
this type of infection is important to avoid misdiagnosing with other dermatological 
processes. 
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